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Public Service Commission of South Carolina

Arm: Docketing Department
Post Office Drawer 11649

Columbia, SC 29211

RE: Docl_t No. 2005-385-E

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the oppommity to comment on the Public Service Commission's consideration of Section
1251 (Net Metering and Additional Standards) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. The issue of net

metering is relevant to the environmental mission of the South Carolina Depamnent of Health and
Environmental Control (SCDHEC). While electric power production provides a foundation for South

Carolina's economy and quality of life, it also conlxibutes to air pollution. It is a challenge for the state to
maintain healthy air quality as economic activity and the demand for energy increase.

Levelsofozone pollution in three areas of the state were above the national standard when nonatminment
areas for ozone were designated by the Environmental Protection Agency in June 2004. Those areas are

progressing towards meeting the standard by the end of the 2007 ozone season. South Carolina's growth
will ensure that maintaining healthy air will continue to be a challenge. The National Ambient Air

Quality Standards are reviewed periodically for adequacy. These standards may be lowered in the f-tm_,
which couldmean a greaterchallengeforSouth Carolina.SCDHEC seesin netmeteringa potentialto

helpimproveairqualityby decreasingthe demand forufility-genaratedpower duringtimesofpeak use,

when utilitypollutantemissionsaretypicallyhigher.The promotionofrenewableenergycan alsohelpin

loweringemisskms ofcarbondioxide,our predominantgreenhousegas.

SCDI-IEC encot_rages the Public Service Commission (PSC) to develop a program that inspires

confidence in potential custorner-genemtvr_ The Department does not believe that the potential interest
for such a program in South Carolina can be gauged by the interest that has been expressed to date,
because recognition by potential customer-generators is in its infanoy, A well_ program would

raise the profde of Glean renewable energy generation and public awareness of the opportunity to

p_dcipate. The Department encourages the PSC to use growth in participation as the yardstick for
measuring thc efficacy of a net metering program. We look forward to learning the results of the PSC's

consideration of net metering.

Thank you for the opporttmity to comment on this matter. Should you have any questions, please contact
Leslie Coolidge at (803) 898-3208.

Sincerely,

Myra Reece, Chief
Bureau of Air Quality
SC Dept of Health and Eavironmenml Control
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